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hand, continence is more commendable in his own day ; for Augustine, though he never explicitly grants it, and probably has no steady conviction to that effect, clearly shares the general apprehension that the end of the world approaches. But the most curious conclusion of all is one that the modern divine would reject with horror. If procreation is the essential aim, and a man's wife is proved to be barren, it follows, indeed, that he may still have relations with her to * relieve temptation'-—this Augustine grudgingly concedes — hut how can you forbid him to have a concubine in addition, for the purpose of rearing children? Augustine cannot forbid him, he confesses, if the wife consents; 'it was lawful to the patriarchs: whether it is lawful now or no, I should not like to say.' Such is the peculiar and awful penalty of logically applying the ascetic Christian view of marriage. Nor does Augustine improve his position much when he considers the converse hypothesis of the man proving sterile. He will not allow the wife a paramour, because c it is in the nature of things for there to be only one lord and master.' I le has no idea of woman's equal worth and dignity. Fortunately, in the end, when he is confronted with a pagan application of